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Not enough money to pay
my taxes feels like

nothing to me 
I’m numb, and asking for

an extension:



I’ve been trying
 for days 
to write a poem 

Daphne and Apollo, 
the chase, 

the laurel tree



shame
a to-do list item like 

a slap, a laurel switch: I
am crowned 



Call this a draft

 (not a draught
 —drink one and pay

 sick tax for days) 
 get back on the wagon  



whatever it 

takes to get it done,

Sighing from every room
of our house



Death and taxes 

death and taxes: 

I am not ungovernable: 

Funding death with taxes 


